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In 11th March 2011, at 14:46, M9.0 earthquake occurred and its epicenter is
located under the Pacific Ocean, 130km east from coastline of Miyagi Prefecture.
This earthquake is noted as the biggest one in the recorded history of observation
in Japan. It caused gigantic tsunami in an hour followed by many aftershocks. This
tsunami attacked many villages and towns along the coastal areas of east side of
Tohoku, extending over 500km from Ibaraki to Aomori.

On that day, I was preparing for the entrance examination of the next day with my
colleagues at the university. The shakes, which I have never experienced before,
continue a couple of minutes. Books and tools in my room actually flew back and
forth. All electricity, water supply and communication system went down.

We no longer could understand what was going on. As we could watch TV news
via mobile phone, we began to realize this is the worst disaster we have never
seen before. At the university, we stayed overnight and organized special team to
confirm safety of students, stafts and their families.

The night came. The city of Sendai was so dark with no illumination but the sky
was so brilliant with full of stars. Under the same cold sky, in the coastal areas,
people had to face the facts that everything was gone with the tsunami and

they had to survive in the unbelievable catastrophes for many days.

In a few days, TV news started reporting very severe situations of these areas saying
that they need help.

On 16th, I was able to leave from Sendai by taking a long way detouring to Tokyo
via Yamagata and Niigata. When I reached Tokyo, I saw Shinjuku Kabuki-cho with
less illumination than usual as to save electricity. On that time, Fukushima Daiichi
Nuclear Power Station was in a very critical situation. TV news kept reporting the
number of casualties and missing. They were also arguing about the possibility of
nuclear contamination everyday.

In the evening of 19th, architects assembled in the office of Atelier Bowwow
in Tokyo to discuss how they could do something for this disaster as architects.
Yoshiharu Tsukamoto, Momoyo Kaijima, Taira Nishizawa, Shoko Fukuya, Akira
Suzuki, Yasuaki Onoda, Taro Igarashi, Masashige Motoe, Kazuhiro Kojima,
Osamu Tsukihashi, Yoshihiro Horii, Tohru Horiguchi and other architects joined
this organization. Hitoshi Abe of UCLA has been a flagmark to allow attention
or interest from foreign countries to be paid. This disaster is the most horrible
situation that architects had to face as professionals. We must go into these
areas and understand what is needed. We must think what must be solved, how
architects could react and how we could imagine the new idea for their better
future. This was the first meeting to start activities that architects volunteer,
called “Archi Aid”.

Government or groups of specialists noted as intellectual or knowledgeable person
had kept arguing all the time. It was actually important to see what kind of ideas
and solutions could be brought up into this situation. On the other hand, many
volunteers started getting into the filed of disaster and do something whatever
they could manage. The big picture drawn by someone, expressing master plan for
somebody seemed to be no longer meaningful. Individual architect,

as a member of archiaid, realized that actions had to taken individually with
a uniform understanding to support victims of this catastrophe.

I visited Minamisanriku-town in the beginning of April to help a friend of mine
for the first time. I carried cans of gasoline and fresh food form Sendai with my
car. On the way to this town, villages and towns were all wiped out with so much
junk and debris, which was property of people few days before. I met a man in
Nagashizu of Tokura, Minamisanriku. His family runs a hostel in this area.

This hostel was one of the buildings that could elude 10m high Tsunami.

35 houses and buildings out of 37 were gone. Survivors escaped to this hostel after
the tsunami and they stayed together. It became a shelter for many months. His
name is Michihiro Oikawa. He told me that people who could survive were lucky.
They might be able to eat or sleep here thanks to the many supports from outside.
However, they had to look at the horrible scenery everyday from this shelter.
By doing so, they would get disappointed with their future because they had
nothing to do with this situation by themselves. He asked me to do something
with this discouragement and to create something which people can dream of, or
people can avoid being in this despair. As members of Archi Aid had different
opportunities to go into the filed of disaster, I happened to get involved in this
special occasion to help these people in Nagashizu. Then we realized that we might
have faced similar situations on each occasion.

When I returned to my university, I requested my students to join the activity,
called “ A Book for Our Future, 311”. The concept was formulated just after the
meeting with Hiromichi Oikawa. I discussed with my students and decided to go
to the site of Nagashizu, understand how the situation of the site is and make many
drawings with students’ideas presenting their future. These drawing might not
be affordable for the people in Nagashizu sometimes, I imagine. It would not be
suitable for their ideas. But if we could draw something on site by thinking their
future, they could pick up some of these drawing with students’ideas. I hoped the
drawings should encourage them somehow. The pages of ideas drawn on the sheet
would consist a book. This book would be a reference for the people to imagine
their life in the future. That is why the title of our project named “ A Book for Our
Future, 3117

This project has been registered as a model project of Archi Aid.

In other fields, so many architects started working in the areas of tsunami disaster.
There are many areas, which include tiny villages and quarters along the bays of
Sanriku. Each volunteer architect got into these areas, met people, observed the
circumstances that people had to struggle with and proposed many plans and ideas
to give the people some hope.

Oshika peninsula is the field of the challenge where members of Archi Aid have to
wrestle with. Architects, professors and their students, have tried to reach certain
point to get acknowledged the future plan of the villages within the discussion
between the local government and the residents. These projects started in the
summer of 2011 and keep going on now.

My team of Miyagi University has been challenging so many different possibilities.

In the piles of drawings we had made, there are some interesting ideas that would
attract people in Nagashizu. The proposal making a shed for fishery work was
realized in the shore of Nagashizu, supported by Gensler in US and Shelter co. in
Yamagata, Japan. People constructed this shed by themselves. This attitude making
something by them raised their hope and motivation for its renaissance. Recently
the government announced the official plan of migration to the hillside form the
seashore and asked them to make their mind if they could take this proposal or not.
The decision had to be made by the people and consented by the all community
members. It took so long until they got to know the proposal. This exhausting
argument often makes people tired and stressful. Thanks to these continuous
efforts with the local people and their patience, our team could get a chance to go
to the next step of the master plan for this tiny village, collaborating with the local
government. We have kept making a series of drawings on this master plan since
last summer. Jun Aoki was one of our colleagues who have assisted this process of
making master plan since then. We made many drawings and kept changing them
according to the requests of people and government. This plan has been unofficial
for long time. I would say that it is the way it goes. However, government has
noticed the presence of this plan that contains the will of the local people. We also
learned that we should not be afraid of being refused by the government. Once it
became necessary, it would be concerned. Now it is the time of integration of the
ideas and knowledge brought by the piles of drawings, the series of discussions and
the constant efforts by us. We are now in the process of collaboration with the
government, local people and our team to rebuild the future way of living there.

After one and a half year from the disaster, I became realized that architects must
extend their ability as professionals to the field of inexperienced. It sometimes
looks unknown, difficult to deal with or scared. The harsh situation would never
wait for us being ready. In that situation we, as architects, must do whatever we
must do. Even if we are in the difficult situation that seems to be impossible to deal
with, can we avoid facing them because it is out of our knowledge? The architects
are now in the middle of dynamism treating many difficulties and problems they
had to face as professional. They are individually responsible and powerful as a
team of professional. That is how we could survive from it and this is the way to

live for the next generation.

Senhiko Nakata

Architect Associate Professor

Department of Spatial Design and Information Systems

School of Project Design
Miyagi University

Member of Archi Aid
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